Contents
Acknowledgements — VII
List of Figures — XI

List of Tables — XIII

1 Introduction —1

1.1 Concepts: The Standard View —1

1.2 The Appeal to Cognitive Science — 3

1.3 Overview of the Book — 4

2 Standard View Theories of CONCEPT — 7

2.1 Imagist Theory of CONCEPT——9

2.2 Definitionist Theory of CONCEPT — 14

2.3 Prototype Theory of CONCEPT —19

2.4 Exemplar Theory of CONCEPT — 27

2.5 The Theory Theory of CONCEPT — 34

2.6 Concluding Remarks — 40

3 The Appeal to Cognitive Science — 41

3.1 The Explanatory Challenge — 41

3.2 Responding to the Explanatory Challenge — 44
3.2.1 Concept Eliminativism — 44

3.2.2 Concept Pluralism — 47

3.2.3 Concept Hybridism — 50

3.3 The Meta-Explanatory Challenge — 54

3.4 The Meta-Explanatory Challenge Defended — 59
3.5 Summary — 64

4 Problem 1: Explanatory Ambiguity — 67

4.1 Kinds of Cognitive Scientific Explanation — 67
4.1.1 Mechanistic Explanation — 67

4.1.2 Psychological Explanation — 79

4.1.3 Dynamicist Explanation — 93

4.2 Explanatory Pluralism in Cognitive Science — 100

4.3 Problem 1 and the Meta-Explanatory Challenge — 107



X =—— Contents

5 Problem 2: Explananda Ambiguity — 109

5.1 Integrating Mechanistic Explanations: An Example — 109

5.2 Two Virtues of Integrating Mechanistic Explanations — 113

5.3 Cross-Explanatory Integration — 118

5.4 Two Views of Cognitive Scientific Explananda — 123

5.5 Two Virtues of Cross-Explanatory Integration — 127

5.6 Problem 2 and the Meta-Explanatory Challenge — 133

6 CONCEPT as a Working Hypothesis — 135

6.1 Difference and Identity — 137

6.2 Against the “New Consensus” — 141

6.3 Putting Cognitive Science First (and Last) — 145

6.4 Working Hypotheses — 147

6.5 CONCEPT as a Working Hypothesis — 149

6.6 Internal and External Theories of CONCEPT — 153

6.7 Beyond the Meta-Explanatory Challenge — 157

7 Why Appeals to Cognitive Science Fail — 159

8 Appendix — 163

8.1 Taylor and Sutton’s (2020) frame-based model of Bayesian category
learning — 163

8.1.1 The a parameter — 164

8.1.2 The 0 parameter — 164

Bibliography — 167



